August 22, 2011
«Student_Last_Name» Family
«Address_»
«City», «State» «Zip_Code»
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

I hope you are well and are taking time to relax and enjoy the beautiful weather.  Throughout the summer we have been working to prepare for the 2011 - 2012 academic year at St. Francis of Assisi School.  I look forward to working with you throughout the year as we strive to provide the highest level of programs and services for our students.  

During the school year, our pastor, Rev. Vincent F. Welsh, routinely schedules opportunities for the reception of the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist as well as attendance at daily Mass.  Spiritual formation and development are paramount.  Please honor your obligation to attend Mass as a family on Saturday evening or Sundays.  Just as we seek daily nourishment from food, our soul desires the nourishment of Christ’s grace.   In order to help students better prepare for sacraments, our 2nd Grade students will receive First Reconciliation in March 2012.  First Communion will now take place during 3rd Grade at St. Francis of Assisi parish.  This will allow for extended emphasis on the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2nd Grade and on the Sacrament of Eucharist in 3rd Grade.  Each of these sacraments deserves at least a full year of preparation and focus.
The new school year begins on Wednesday, September 7th, 2011 for grades 1 – 8.  On the opening day of school, all students and their families are invited into the Gym for our 3rd annual “Welcome Back Cafe” from 7:40 A.M. – 8:30 A.M.  Light breakfast fare will be served.  This is a time where you can meet new teachers, students, and families as well as share summer experiences, renew friendships, and celebrate the beginning of the school year.  Students will report to their classrooms at 8:30 A.M.  Dismissal for the first day of school is 11:00 A.M.  On the first day of school, school families will be allowed to park on the school side of the parking lot or use street parking.  Double parking or parking on the side by the Early Learning Center is not permitted.  We hope to see everyone at the “Welcome Back Café!”
Pre-K and Kindergarten will begin classes on Monday, September 12th, 2011.  An Orientation Day and Open House will be held for Pre-K & Kindergarten on Friday, September 9th, 2011 from 9:00 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. or 1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.  Please choose the time that works best for you.  Pre-K and Kindergarten students as well as their families are invited to join us for the “Welcome Back Café” on Wednesday, September 7th, 2011.
This year, Saint Francis of Assisi School is pleased to welcome three new faculty members to our school.  The following is some information about our new staff members:

· Miss Hope Hall will teach 5th Grade.  Miss Hall is a graduate of Gwynedd-Mercy College with a B.S. Degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education/Special Education.  Miss Hall holds Instructional I Pennsylvania Teaching Certification in all of those areas as well as Middle School Language Arts.

· Miss Melissa Kirwan will teach 6th Grade (6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Social Studies as well as 6th Grade ELA and 6th Grade Religion).  Miss Kirwan is a graduate of St. Joseph's University with a B.S. Degree in Elementary Education & Special Education.  Miss Kirwan holds Pennsylvania Instructional I Teaching Certification in those areas as well as Middle School Math & Social Studies.  She joins us from the Diocese of Allentown where she taught 7th & 8th Grade at St. Joseph Regional Academy.

· Mrs. Yvette Carr will serve as a part-time Administrative Assistant in the Main Office on Thursdays and Fridays.  Mrs. González will continue to work in the Main Office on Mondays, Tuesdays, & Wednesdays.  Mrs. Carr is a member of St. Eleanor’s Parish in Collegeville.  She is looking forward to assisting the students and families of our school.  
Please join me in welcoming our new staff members to the SFA parish community!  In addition to our new faculty members, our academic programs have been enhanced over the summer.  The following are some highlights for the upcoming academic year:
· Saint Francis of Assisi School and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia will implement the new Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics for Kindergarten through 8th Grade. The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). The standards were developed in collaboration with teachers, school administrators, and experts, to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our children for college and the workforce.  These standards can be accessed through the Archdiocese of Philadelphia or at http://www.corestandards.org/.
· Our school and Early Learning Center (ELC) have been awarded a $75,000 grant from the Nonprofit Finance Fund.  This grant money, as well as funds from our parish, will be used to begin construction of two play areas that will serve preschool children in our ELC as well as students in the school.  Needless to say, I am positive that are children are very excited about the new play areas they will use in the Spring of 2012 and beyond!
· Mrs. Polinsky, Miss Raquet, Mrs. Spence, Mrs. Tradewell, and I will participate in Year II of Powerful Learning Practice (PLP).  It is our hope that our participation in this professional development will lead to another grant for SFA to acquire an additional Netbook cart for the first floor.
· A new English Language Arts (ELA) series, “Reader’s Journey”, will be used in 7th Grade.  Saint Francis of Assisi has also been fortunate enough to purchase Music workbooks for 6th – 8th Grades as well as supplemental materials for Pre-K to 8th Grade in order to enhance our Fine Arts curriculum.

Please visit our school website at http://www.sfacatholic.org.  The website is user friendly and full of information about the upcoming academic year.  Individual classroom websites can also be accessed through the school’s website.  If you are unable to access the Internet, hard copies of documents can be obtained by contacting the Main Office at (610) 272 – 0501.
Below, you will find information that will assist you as you prepare for the start of the school year.  Also, please consult the School Handbook which is posted on our school’s website.  Upon review, please feel free to contact the Main Office with any questions.
School Hours
Students may begin entering the building at 7:40 A.M. at the West Oak Street entrance.  If your child will be dropped off in the car line, please review the policy listed below.  Classroom instruction begins at 7:55 A.M.  Any child arriving after this time will be considered late.  It is extremely important that students arrive on time for school.  Consistent lateness detracts from our quality academic and spiritual program.  On regular school days, students will be dismissed at 2:30 P.M.  On early dismissal days, students will leave school at 11:00 A.M.  
School Uniform Policy
At St. Francis of Assisi School, students in Kindergarten through 8th Grade are expected to dress according to the school uniform policy.  Even though students in Pre-K are not required to wear the school uniform, Pre-K students are HIGHLY encouraged to wear the school Gym uniform five days a week with sneakers.  Please refer to the Student Handbook which is posted on our school’s website for a detailed explanation of this policy.
Nutrition Program
Our hot lunch program will begin on Monday, September 12th for grades 1 – 8.  Pre-K and Kindergarten are eligible for hot lunch beginning on Monday, September 19th, 2011.  All students will continue to receive free breakfast.  Please remember to complete your monthly breakfast order form.  September menus are already posted on the school’s website.  Please read the enclosed green information sheet which outlines the steps to apply online for free/reduced lunch at https://www.humanservices.state.pa.us/Compass.Web/CMHOM.aspx.  If you do not have access to the Internet, please contact the Main Office and we will send an application to your home.  Thank you in advance for completing this application.
Car Line Arrival/Dismissal Policy
The majority of our school students arrives or is dismissed through our car line.  We hope to eliminate the congestion and double parking that occurs on streets adjacent to the school.  Therefore, we ask that you assist us by following the guidelines listed on the following page.
Arrival

1. Drivers are required to use the rectory entrance off of Hamilton Street.  After entering the parish parking lot, please stay in the car line.  

2. Cars with school students should stay to the RIGHT of the cones.  Cars with children from the Early Learning Center should stay to the LEFT of the cones.  Signage will be posted to remind you of the correct lanes.
3. Please stay in the car line and school students should be dropped off at the West Oak Street entrance.  There you will see the Paper Recycling container.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) should remain in your vehicles at all times.
4. After dropping off your child(ren), please exit the parking lot onto West Oak Street.

Dismissal

1. Please have your family name typed or written clearly on an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper.  This paper should be placed in your car on the passenger side so it can read by school personnel.

2. Drivers are required to use the rectory entrance off of Hamilton Street.  After entering the parish parking lot, please stay in the car line.  School monitors will be out directing traffic to assist drivers. 

3. Approximately, twelve cars will be loaded at one time (2 lanes).  Children will enter the cars on the passenger side.  In order to ensure student safety, students will not be permitted to walk around the car to enter on the driver side.

4. After students are safely in the car, drivers should proceed out of the parking lot and exit onto West Oak Street.  Please stay in the car line and do not pass any other cars.  The process will continue until all students have been safely dismissed from school. 

 Thank you for your cooperation!  We hope this will ensure a safe and smooth arrival/dismissal process.

CARES Program

After school childcare is available for grades Pre-K to 8th Grade.  The afternoon services are available from 2:30 P.M. until 5:30 P.M.   CARES is scheduled to begin on Thursday, September 8th, 2011.  Parent(s)/guardian(s) are billed every two weeks and payment is expected upon receiving the bill.  Please consult the school’s website or contact Mrs. Barbara Santangelo about registration and fee schedule.
Contact person:  Mrs. Barbara Santangelo

School: (610) 272 - 0501  

Home: (610) 277 – 5738

School Calendar
The school calendar for 2011 - 2012 academic year is now posted on our school’s website. Some highlights for September 2011 include:

· Wednesday, September 7th, 2011: Welcome Back Café from 7:40 A.M. – 8:30 A.M.; Early Dismissal at 11:00 A.M.
· Friday, September 9th, 2011: Pre-K & Kindergarten Open House at either 9:00 A.M. or 1:00 P.M.

· Monday, September 12th, 2011: Opening Day for Pre-K & Kindergarten; Hot Lunch begins for 1st – 8th Grades

· Tuesday, September 13th, 2011: Instrumental Band Meeting @ 7:00 P.M. in the Library
· Sunday, September 18th, 2011: Family Mass/Catechetical Sunday @ 9:30 A.M.

· Wednesday, September 21st, 2011: Curriculum Night @ 6:45 P.M.

· Thursday, September 28th, 2011 – Saturday, October 1st, 2011: SFA Fall Carnival from 6:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M.
The St. Francis of Assisi School staff has spent a significant amount of time planning for the opening of school to ensure a smooth transition for everyone involved.  We are here to assist you with all issues associated with the opening of school. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions.  I look forward to seeing you at the Welcome Back Café on Wednesday, September 7th.  I wish you the best throughout the remainder of the summer!

Sincerely,

Bridget M. Tigue

Principal







http://www.sfacatholic.org

